
“Fans, Foes, and Followers”
Mark 3:7-35

Jesus protects making disciples from the unending demands of the crowds (3:7-19)
As Jesus continued to heal the sick and to cast out demons, His fame among the people continued to 

grow. In fact, people were coming from far-and-wide with the hope that Jesus would give them what they 
needed. Those with illnesses and diseases crowded in around Jesus in order to touch him, hoping that His 
touch would heal them and would take away their problem. Jesus continued to meet the needs of the people 
who came to him, but He also knew that many of the people were only coming to Him for what they could get 
from Him. With the growing crowds of people, there was a real danger that the crowds could interfere with the 
real work of His mission. Because of this real danger, Jesus told His disciples to get a boat for Him to provide 
some distance and protection from the crowd. The boat also provided the escape for Jesus in order to get 
away from the crowd so that He could get the time He needed in prayer and in the work of making His 
disciples. Although the demands of the crowds were unending because the needs of people in this fallen world 
are unending, Jesus prioritized and protected making disciples who would one-day make more disciples for His 
Kingdom.
1. Do you think the majority of the crowds were coming to Jesus to follow Him or to see what He could give to 

them? Is this still a problem today? How?
2. In what ways have you approached your relationship with Jesus based on what He could give to you?
3. Why was it important for Jesus to call a small group of men to become His apostles? What would be 

different about their relationship with Jesus as opposed to the crowds or even the larger group of disciples 
who were following Jesus?

4. Why are small groups still important today for the work of Jesus in making disciples?

Jesus desires, calls, and identifies disciples who come to Him (3:7-19)
From other Gospel accounts, we know that Jesus went onto the mountain to pray. He was about to take 

an important step in selecting the core group of disciples that He would prepare to continue His mission and 
work on earth. From other Gospel accounts, we know that prayer was the preparation for this step in making 
disciples. Jesus knew who He needed to call as His disciple-making group, and God’s Word tells us that Jesus 
desired the disciples that He called to join Him on the mountain at that moment. Jesus wanted these disciples 
to join Him, and their response of obedience was the acceptance of His call in their lives. The men who 
responded to the call of Jesus on that mountain were then personally identified by Jesus. Jesus knew them 
personally, and He re-identified their lives based on their relationship with Him. Jesus still does this today. He 
desires those He calls, and He identifies those who follow based on their new relationship with Him.
1. Jesus desired the disciples that He called to come to Him on that mountain that day. Have you thought 

about the fact that you became a Christian because Jesus desired you? Discuss how the truth that Jesus 
desires relationship with you makes you feel today and can help you talk to someone about Jesus?

2. The disciples physically came to Jesus in response to His call in their lives. How does physical action and 
obedience to God connect to the internal decision to obey God in our lives?

3. Go through the list of disciples. In what ways does Jesus re-identify the disciples? Discuss the nicknames 
that He gives some of the disciples. What does this tell you about Jesus relationship with His disciples?

4. Why did Jesus pick Judas if He knew that Judas would betray Him?



Jesus makes clear the eternal danger of rejecting who He is (3:22-30)
The scribes were concerned about the growing popularity of Jesus. They knew that He was preaching 

and teaching God’s Word and that He was doing miracles that required supernatural power, but they also knew 
that He was a threat to their power and to their religious system. In an attempt to discredit Jesus, the scribes 
accused Jesus of working for Satan. They assumed and they told others that the power of Jesus to perform 
these miracles was demonic and not from God. Jesus responded with logic that destroyed their argument. It 
won’t make any sense for Satan to attack and destroy His own work and His own demons. No-one who divided 
themselves would be able to stand. Jesus went on to imply His power over Satan by reminding the scribes that 
the only way to plunder a strong man’s house is to first bind-up the strong man. Finally, Jesus told them the 
eternal danger of what they were saying. If it was only logical that Jesus had power over Satan and was 
working against Satan, then it was only logical that Jesus was working for God! If Jesus was working for God, 
then the scribes were committing blasphemy against God by attributing the work of God to Satan! The 
unforgivable sin is clear; it is the sin of rejecting Jesus for who He clearly and truly is: God!
1. Do you agree with the logic that Jesus uses to discredit the scribe’s argument that Jesus was working for 

Satan? Why or why not?
2. What is the importance for us today of the truth that Jesus points to in verse 27?
3. Read verses 29-30. How does verse 30 help us understand what Jesus means in verse 29 in terms of 

defining the unforgivable sin?
4. What are some examples of the unforgivable sin today?

Jesus makes clear the eternal reward of accepting who He is (3:20-21; 31-35)
The crowds were everywhere and Jesus was so busy that He didn’t even have time to eat. His family 

was concerned about Him. While His mother knew that He was born from God with a purpose to save His 
people from their sins, she and her other children didn’t understand the fullness of who Jesus was and the 
urgency and direction of His mission. They thought that He was losing His mind, and so they planned an 
intervention. They went to His home to talk some sense into Jesus. They went to tell Jesus who He needed to 
be and what He needed to be doing. Jesus, however, used the opportunity to talk about the real sense of 
reward that comes in accepting Him for who He truly is. With his family outside, trying to get inside to see 
Jesus, Jesus provides the true and eternal definition of family, which is those who do the Will of God in their 
lives. Jesus wasn’t discounting His own family. He took care of His mother, making sure that she was provided 
for even after His death. However, Jesus was defining family in a new and eternal way. For those who are 
connected through their faith and obedience to God, they are family for eternity! With the scribes accusing 
Jesus of working for Satan, with His family trying to change who He was, and with the crowds just wanting 
what Jesus could give them, Jesus makes it clear that the real reward comes in accepting who He is: The Son 
of Man, the Son of God, and the One who is worthy to follow!
1. Why do you think the family of Jesus thought that He was losing His mind?
2. What’s your initial reaction to the words of Jesus in verses 33-35?
3. The family of Jesus was still outside when He said these words, so they weren’t words spoken to His 

family. Instead, verses 33-35 were words spoken to His disciples. So what do these words of Jesus 
communicate to His disciples about their relationship with Him?

4. What do these words of Jesus communicate to His disciples about their relationship with each other and 
other followers?


